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he physics graduate students are proud to
announce the formation of the GRaduate
ASsociation of Physicists (GRASP), the department’s first official graduate student organization in
decades. With over 80 domestic and international graduate students, the Department of Physics & Astronomy is
one of the largest and most diverse graduate communities at Texas Tech University. Because GRASP is affiliated with such a diverse department, we seek to achieve
an inclusive environment in which all physics and astronomy graduate students can find support, share cultural
differences, improve the graduate experience, and pursue
leadership and philanthropic opportunities. Individuals
who are employed as teaching or research assistants in the
department are strongly encouraged to join.

The goals of GRASP are the following:
•
•
•
•

•

To seek to improve the graduate student experience
in the Department of Physics & Astronomy by providing necessary support for graduate students.
To serve as a representative body for physics graduate students at Texas Tech University and in the
Department of Physics & Astronomy.
To promote physics education.
To host events and other activities that promote
friendship and increase cultural, scientific, and social
awareness throughout the university, the physics community, and the public.
To promote discussion and understanding of science
on campus and elsewhere.

To accomplish our mission and incorporate as many (Treasurer), Leo Diaz (Secretary), Ceren Uzun (SORC/
graduate student voices as possible, our organization has Department Representative), Dr. Mahdi Sanati (Faculty
established multiple committees that focus on specific Advisor), and Dr. Denija Crnojevic (GRASP Mentor).
tasks:
Within the first two months of its inception, GRASP
• The Networking Committee (headed by Michael conducted three meetings during which the constitution
Holcomb) works to strengthen the relationship and bylaws were written, elections were held, and combetween industry and academia for recent and soon- mittees were formed. We have also sponsored social
to-be graduates.
events, including a BBQ to welcome incoming graduate
• The Outreach/Social Committee (headed by Mahsa students, a bike excursion, and a football tailgate with the
Servati) organizes social and cultural events as well Chemistry Graduate Student Organization. Our comas volunteer and outreach opportunities.
mittees are currently working on a budget, long-term
• The Academic Committee (headed by Ceren Uzun goals, and membership participation. Obtaining a MS
and Leo Diaz) coordinates academic resources to or PhD can be both challenging and stressful; in an effort
prepare students for their courses and the PhD to ameliorate this process, GRASP offers a multitude of
Preliminary Exam.
opportunities for members to be involved, ranging from
• The Student Advocacy Committee (headed by Paul leadership positions to supporting roles in our events.
Bennet) provides a safe space where students can
anonymously give feedback about the department Although we have laid the groundwork for our goverand our organization.
nance, this is only the beginning. We strive to establish
• The Fellowship Committee (headed by Sueli Skinner) an inclusive and supportive graduate student community
coordinates funding opportunities for graduate that will be a crucial building block within our department
students, including fellowships, scholarships, and for generations to come. To continue the values of our
grants.
institution and department, we intend to create a culture
• The Technology Committee (headed by Sam Wyatt) of solidarity and diversity among bright scholars who are
supports the organization’s tech-related issues and conscientious and self-aware, as well as among researchmaintains its online presence.
ers who are knowledgeable and skilled critical-thinkers.
GRASP members are excited about our new organization
We have also elected our first Executive Board to over- and are fully committed to the success of all physics and
see the more general aspects of the organization. Our astronomy graduate students. If anyone is interested in
Executive Board Members are Allie Hughes (President), assisting us with our endeavors, please feel free to contact
Charles Ramey II (Vice-President), Jigesh Patel anyone who is mentioned in this article.
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May the dp/dt be with you!

LIGO Discovery Celebration

